SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER

ALSO KNOWN AS: | ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE MANAGER | | CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY OFFICER |

| ECO-INNOVATION SPECIALIST |

CHAMPION ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP IN THE INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE.

As a Sustainability Officer, you'll be the eco-innovator, crafting strategies that balance manufacturing prowess with planetary wellbeing. Your green

initiatives will cultivate sustainable practices, nurture corporate responsibility, and position your company as a leader in environmentally conscious
manufacturing.

KEY SKILLS VALUES & ATTRIBUTES

Skills which may benefit anyone considering a job as a sustainability Values and attributes of anyone considering a job as a sustainability
officer include: officer include:

© Compliance Management © Data analysis © Environmental Passion © Innovative

© Environmental Management @ Stakeholder Engagement © Integrity © Resilient

© Strategic planning © Collaborative © Conventional - “Organiser”
CAREER PROGRESSION SALARY EXPECTATION

In this role, you may have the opportunity to progress to other The expected salary for a Sustainability Officer can vary across

positions. Career progression opportunities include: different areas of manufacturing and may vary as you become more

experienced.
o Team Leader P

e Renewable Energy Engineer -LOW « MEDIAN « HIGH

e Chemical Engineer ® @ @

e Environmental Engineer $65,000 $80,000 $100,000
RELATED INDUSTRIES

» Aerospace and Defence » Chemicals, Hydrocarbons and Refining » Food and Beverage » Furniture and Other Products
» General Manufacturing and Engineering » Meat and Seafood Processing » Pharmaceutical and Medical Technology
» Polymers, Plastic and Rubber » Printing and Graphic arts » Pulp, Paper and Packaging » Renewables » Textiles, Clothing and Footwear

» Timber and Wood » Transport Equipment and Machinery

RECOMMENDED SCHOOL SUBJECTS

e Earth and Environmental Science e Science in Practice

CORE SCHOOL SUBJECTS

e (General Mathematics e Essential English e Biology e Chemistry
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JOB OVERVIEW

Sustainability Officers in manufacturing play a crucial role in optimising operational efficiency while ensuring regulatory compliance and responsible
resource management. They develop and implement comprehensive strategies that balance production goals with environmental considerations.

A typical day might involve analysing resource consumption data, collaborating with production teams to enhance process efficiency, and engaging
with stakeholders to align sustainability initiatives with business objectives. You'll be responsible for conducting sustainability assessments,
managing environmental risks, and identifying opportunities for innovation in resource-efficient manufacturing processes. In an era of increasing
regulatory scrutiny and market demand for responsible production, your expertise in sustainable practices and ability to integrate environmental

considerations into business operations is vital to your company’s long-term competitiveness and resilience in manufacturing.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

Your role may include duties as follows:

—_

Research, implement and assess plans to reduce your organisation’s environmental impact.
Ensuring adherence to environmental regulations and sustainability standards across all operations.
Monitor and identify ways to optimise energy efficiency, waste management, and resource conservation.

. Promote, encourage and convert all stakeholders to take responsibility and invest in environmental preservation activities.

o s W N

. Your successes and focus will need to be reported via presentations with quantifiable results to stakeholders, the media (potentially), and the

general public.

HOW TO BECOME A SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER

Becoming a Sustainability Officer in manufacturing typically requires a combination of education, experience, and a strong commitment to
environmental stewardship. While entry-level sustainability positions exist, officer roles often require several years of experience. Here are key steps

to consider:

_

Gain experience in environmental management, sustainability initiatives, or related fields

Develop a strong understanding of environmental regulations and sustainable manufacturing practices
Build expertise in environmental impact assessment and sustainability reporting

. Gain experience in project management and stakeholder engagement

. Develop strong communication and leadership skills

. Stay updated on emerging trends in sustainable manufacturing and green technologies

. Seek mentorship from experienced sustainability professionals in manufacturing
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING

While many Sustainability Officer roles require higher education, starting with VET can provide a solid foundation in environmental management
principles. Consider the following options:

e Certificate Ill in Competitive Systems and Practices (MSS30322)

e Certificate IV in Sustainable Operations (MSS40122)

e Certificate IV in Environmental Monitoring and Technology (MSS40222)
e Diploma of Sustainable Operations (MSS50122)

These qualifications offer practical skills in environmental management, sustainability practices, and compliance.

UNIVERSITY & HIGHER EDUCATION

For those aiming for senior Sustainability Officer positions in manufacturing, higher education is often beneficial:
e Bachelor of Environmental Science or Sustainability

e Master of Environmental Management or Sustainability

These degrees provide comprehensive knowledge of environmental science, sustainability principles, and their application in industrial contexts.

Many programs offer opportunities for internships or industry projects, allowing you to apply your learning in real-world manufacturing scenarios.

Continuous professional development is crucial in this field. Consider pursuing additional certifications. Stay updated with the latest trends in
sustainable manufacturing through workshops, webinars, and industry publications.
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